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EGYPTIAN WRONT

[ -

C 13. Heavy flghting continued thzough the aftarnaan
‘at ‘the southorn end of the canal, but tha northern sector
remains calm. A senior Israell liaison offiver reports that
‘elements of the Egyptian Third Army were attacking at f£ive

points along the canal this afternoon in an attempt to cross-—

‘bagk to the west bank., He claims Egyptian effoxts to bridge
 thé canal and move infantxy by boat are being repulsed by
‘Israeli; foxces.

L om

[
i
4 4

al

i25x1

L ATTACHE TOUR

17. . The Isracli~sponsored helicopter tour of the
front ‘taken by US attaches this morning provided some
. details on Israell activities on the Sinai front., Three
pridges are across the canal near Deversoir and a fourth

] - - - . . . . . '
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;o were seen’ at Eour intersections north of Mitla -Pass.  Barth- ...

5ffngViﬂgrequipm&ﬁt,‘includingJDulldozexs'andwrnadug;adgzgﬁla;sof.
. were gean moving toward or crossing the canal. o o0 ooy
oment was- moving south toward Lsraeli forces encircling the

I being moved out of that area either to the northern sector:

" is under construction. Pontoon sections for yet another -
bridge were observed aboard trucks west of Gidi Pass heading
toward the canal. One of the attaches also saw what he be-
lieved werk 25 or 30 additional trucks loaded with pontoon
bridye sections west of Gidi. : ‘ : o

. ‘ 18.  The attaches observed heavy trafific on roads lead—
' ing to the canal. Fourteen self-propelled guns were seen
. crossing one of the bridges or heading toward it, Convoys -

" of 30 to 40 vehicles, including self-propelled artillery,

f":19."Tha‘attachés“impression was that Iittle equip=~

- Egyptian ‘fhird Army on the east bank. Some equipment was

".act-onta‘tﬁg_west bank.. . ... . I O P R R,
' | | | 25%1
CUNITED NANIONS - . ok

o . [ . B - L - T - ES) L “ ' l 4

_ 22, Secrotary-General Waldheim will make his first
rYeport on. preparations for the UN emergency force this even=

*ing. - ile is expected to announce that the force will com-
prise at least 7,000 men--~somewhal more than were in the
foree that was disbanded in 1967--and cost up to $15 million.
fhe core of Lhe force, 900 troops from the UN peacckeeping
force on Cyprus, aré arriving this afterncon in Cairxo, the
apparent hoadquarters of the operation. Gencral Ensio

8ililasvuo, the Finnish commander of the Cyprus forxce, is

1
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in Cairo te take up the position of acting commander of

‘ j e Yleld : o t availabkle,
the emergency force. No deployment plans. are ye 1
but Egypt is alrxeady insisting that th? force be immcdiately
empowered to compel withdrawal to the 22 Octoboer lines,

L}

23, :Sevexal"étates have indicated that they will

provide troops. for the emergency force, Those that main-

tain regiments earmarked for emergoncy UN use, including

Sweden, Norway, Finland, and Canada, have begun alerting 7

those .forces. - These units typleally range from 600 to 200,

men and could be available within one to nine days . The T
‘Nétherlands, Ireland, and Grecce also seem willing to p:z:_t:s-_.~ _ )
- yide troops. - The U5 and Great Britain are expected to proe= -
vide major transport facilities, and Denmark and Wes?,GermanY-l;

aré prepared to assist.
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as expressed in Brezhnev's speech today. The head of the

US division of the Foreign Ministry said the representatives

"ean -be considered observers." -

. 25..TIn'Moscow:today..the us Embaséy.queried-theiSoyiet"s
- Foreign Ministry as.to the.meaning of "Soviet representatives
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\THE MOOD, IN CAIRO ' -
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::30.3 The mood of Egyptians today, at the beginning of  /

ustal:goicty that accompanies the three-~day feast marking
the end of Ramadan. The public has been reacting to the

_news of military ruversals along the Suez Canal front that . .
! ha& slowly become knows over the past three days.: The Us = -

' 'Interests -Section in Cairo finds thal educated Egyptians.
probably believe that, while Egypt's victory has been

tarnished, it is nonetheless a victory. It would take oped .
of. several serious reverses--the fall of suez City, surrende

_ thé Td al Titr holiday, has been somber and devoid of the A

of destrucé¢tion of Third Army, oxr bombipg o£”Cairpj—to;qan¢ell‘

this densation of a limited victory.

. 31.. guéstions indicating disagreement and dissatls-’

faction with certain military decisions have been flying

but, as yet, thepeople seem reluctant to griticize the army
high command or President Sadat himsclf. The level and

aimg of Soviet assistance are coming into greater question
despite press reports of alleged SDVLe; readlnegs to sendl g
poacekeeping troops to the Middle East at the risk of quc e
warfate, ° : a S : .

E 32, "Today's Cairo press indicates that the US may

military reversals and, for the tardy implemsntation of thea
cease-fire, which Egyptians balieve has led to Israelli

once 'again end up the real scapegoat, accounting for Egyptian

succcases on the west bank. Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, editor:

of -the influential Cairo newspaper Al Ahram,. reportedly |
today that President Sadat had told Rhim that Egypt was e
forced to accopt the 22 October cease-fire be?ause‘of direct
US intorvention Lln the fighting. The accusation was less .
direét that Naslrt's similar charges following the 1867 war,
put Havkal quoted Sadat as saying “my sons defcated Israel
when both sides were without help. DBut I cannot order them
to continue the war against the Unlted States.”
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-~ ISRAEL/US

. :33. , Prime Minister Meir and Defense Minigter Dayan,
‘under aome domestic pressure as a result of the government's
handling of the war and its acceptance of the cease-fire,

on 25 :0ctober assured the ruling Labor Alignment Party that
these moves were "indispensable® to maintailh us support and
. to:'seek a settlement. Mra. Meir emphasized the "great danger"
. she saw for Israel in Moscow's, actions, and indicated her

trust -in the actions of the Prasident and Secretary -Kissinger,
D&y&n!SLlearly emphasized his recognition of Israel's depen-—
dence.'on the US for diplomatic and material support,. and said
that Israel could not have jeopardized this by taking pre- . .~

‘”*;fijﬁmPtiVe”militaryﬁacticn,or'by_requing;the”ceaaesfi:e. _;s:'éi;QEJ

may;nfsa§&}_for "political reasons™ could not destroy the -~ . .
_%rab ARrmies and their weapons, but is nevertheless {n a good = |
- strategic position and has left the Arabs "incapable" of R

¥enewing their attacks on Israel. o ' o

- 734, :Ambassador Keating concludes from these statements -

h flaﬂd?oﬁﬁerTconvérSationB‘with Israeli leaders that the.

 e%emep$§ are présent now that could make the US job - el
'of leading Israel into negotiations easier today than a few .~ .

* weeks from now. Domestic political manewvering will increase

, A0 the weeks leading up to the Israeli parliamentary elecw-
tions,.now:setigor 31 December. The Israeli right-wing has
already fiired tis ‘opening shots, blaming the ‘Labor government-
for knowing of the Arab build-up but not taking measures to
prevent an.attack, and for accepting the cease-fire and, UN .
Resolution 242; the principle of withdrawal from the occupied
territories. . « : ) R
BAUDI ARABIA

.. B3. King Faygal, in an interviow in a Beirut magazine,
has warned Arabs to.prepare for more war in the event that
Israel refuses to give up occupied Arab territories., Faysal
-elaimed that the Arabs' first objectivae in the wake of
‘the cease=fire 'should be to regain the territory lost in
this war gnd in 1967. uUntil that objective is attained,

FPaysal said, he will maintain the Saudi embarge on oil ship—
ments to the us ’ N =

o1 ,
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: B
 SYRIAN VS. IRAQL BAAUHISTS

", The Baath pqrtmes of Syria and Irag are founded on
the same ldeologiecal principles of socialism and Arab unity. .
More often. than not, however, thﬂv have been bitter rivals;. ™
the Iragi party uontc ts the Syrian party's claim to be the” -

“H"Tlagxtlmahﬂ desaondant of the origxnal Baath party, founded - - *;M
o in Damascus in 12407 hI“Mich&l Aflag and Salah al-Din al-Bitar, ' -

two Prench educalted Arab lnLellncfuaIb. Since 1966, Bagh&ad ’
has bden the headquarters of several exiled Syrian Baathist =

. leaders whom the Irag government has tried to use to under-

mine the Damascus . regime. The Syrians have returned the

ngcomplxment by g;vinq pupport to IraqL dlssidents._bd;ﬁ;_.,j;pjﬁxw;

-2. Desplte Lhe aOVlCL Unlon 8 pursxstent efforts o
foster coopearation between its two Baath clients, relations
betweén Damascus and Baghdad have been perennlally
strained. Whon Iraq nationalized the International Petroleum
Company in 1972, Syria promptly nationalized the pipeline °
through which IPC oil passes to the Mediterranean, thus
extracting vastly increased transit revenues from.the irate
Iragls On the eve of the current war, Damascus ptrongly
attauhad Eragts plans to build a néw pipeline through
Turkey ., oclaiming that it was designed to divert the 011 £low .

e

© . £rom the Sjrlan pipeline.

L3

RS T In light of thaese past differences between the
Syriah and Iragi governments, some cradence must be given

_ thi chrrent spate of ¥eports that Baghdad is considering
" taklng advantage of . its prescntly exlensive troap deploy-

ments. in Syria to mount a challenge to the government of
Syrian Présidcent Asad. Should Iragi Proasident Bakr try

to forau Asad .from office, he would almost Curtalnlj X
cedve somé support from opposition elements in Syria and
from some fedayecn leaders., Armed with such SUPPOrtr he
would. publicly justify his move in terms of Asad's implied

willingness to negotinte with Israel nontalned in his

acceptanne o£ ths week's cease~fire.

.' ' T . I - ]. | . ‘ -' ‘
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- iw 4u Presldent Asad is naturally uneasy ahout the pre-— 25X1.

sence of largs numiicrs of Inaqi troops--now akbout.three
divisions--in Syria, especially since Iray has rejecled the
- cease-fire. |
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i ARAB OIL CUTBACKS AND EMBARGOES:
T GOME. LEAKAGE REGING TO AFPPEAR

- 1. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, which together account for |
60 percent of Arvalb oil exports, are continuing to take a | 7 |
firm line in implementing thelr oLl export restrictions, « . |
Some léakage is apparently occurring in Libya and Abu Dhabi, .

‘howéver, and oil companies are raportedly maklng efforts to
uase Lhe burden.‘ L ) o A u

S Bw' Sdudl Arablanand‘ﬁuwalt.in;tlallx announbed that
they werc reducing their oil production By 10 percent.” Both
-have since implemented additional cuts in' the amount of :
their direct and indirect exports to the United States.

Kuwait' has  further reduced its production by an amount
Pquivalent to that normally exported to the Nethexrlands. s
Libya.ie kaking a more flexible approach than Saudi arabla - 7"
and Kuwait in applying its production cuts and embargo on
shipments to the United States, Tripoll has reducod pro-,
~duction by only five percent, and is not embargoing ship- - |
ments to refineries in the Caribbean and Italy that serve .=
the US market., Moreover, Libyan National Oil Company

sales are not restricted by destination, The state company,

:eporteﬂly is not Lulnlng away US buyers willing to pay
Tr;poli S new hlgh pricas. _

", 3. hccording to oil minister Otalba, Abu Dhabi is

not reduv;ng productlan at all, although it is embargoing
shlpmuntq to the United States. Otalba explained that Abu
Dhabi needs to maximize its revenues at this time, If Abu..
Dhabi continues this poliey, it will glve the oll companies
‘the option of ahipping @il from non-Arab sources to the

- United States and roplacing those sources with abu Dhabi
oik. L L .
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embaxgoes can bé partly overcome by switching crude oil

- sources and. passing oll through third countries. <he
magnitude of the company efforts to cireumvent the embargoeas
Will ﬂﬂpend ori how rigid the producers police their restric—
tions and whethér the companies are willing to risk puni-
tive action; by the Arab statas. . e -
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